
The Great Battle of France: March 21, 1918 – April 6, 1918 

(Part 2) 

 

The next few days brought heavy fighting to the infantry in which our Chevaulegers participated 

incessantly. On March 22 at 7:00 am, the 6
th

 and 10
th

 Bavarian Infantry Regiments launched a 

frontal attack with the center of the attack pushing towards Voirh-Mercatel. By 11:00 am, the 6
th

 

Bavarian Infantry Regiment had taken Croisilles and the northwest edge (?). At about the same 

time, the 221
st
 Infantry Division was driven back to St. Leger by a British counter-attack. This of 

course, inhibited the progress of our division (6
th

 Bavarian Infantry Division) because its left 

flank was threatened. The I/10
th

 Bavarian Infantry Regiment held against the British counter-

attack.  At 4:00 pm, the 10
th

 Bavarian Infantry Regiment stormed St. Leger as well but had to 

turn back because our artillery was unable to shell the park and St. Leger with heavy fire due to 

late notification. Therefore, the attack on St. Leger was postponed until the next morning. 

 

On March 23 attack brought success for the Division. St. Leger was taken and the infantry 

advanced on Cojeulbach (?). The two neighboring divisions hung bback pretty far, so that both 

flanks of the Division (6
th

 Bavarian Infantry Division) were open.  

 

The March 24 attack brought no further successes for the Division. Attacks made from Boiry 

towards Bouelles (?) failed because that enemy's flanking fire brought our attacks to a halt. Also 

the March 25 attack  passed without the Division advancing forward. So our lack of progress 

made it possible for the enemy to organize his defense, which was already in collapse. 

 

On March 26, the 6
th

 Bavarian Infantry Regiment attacked Boiry  and the 13
th

 Bavarian Infantry 

Regiment Bouelles. At Noon, the command was given to pursue the enemy without pause but the 

attack did not develop because the British had moved into a strong new position west of Boisleu 

St. Marc, thus preventing an advance. 

  

The Division’s attack direction, which previously been in a northwesterly direction, had since 

been turned into a purely westward movement. Through this and similar arrangements of the 

General Command, a pernicious uncertainty come into force. It was not possible to bring the 

enormous artillery into action because the positions had to be constantly changed as a result of 

changing orders from higher headquarters. So the big attack of the north wing of the whole 

Michael Offensive gradually came to a stop after initial brilliant successes. At this point it was 

the tenacity and the unlimited resources of ammunition and motor vehicles that the British were 

able to seal off the breach. 

 

Our Division was already burnt to cinders. We sustianed losses of 90 officers, 2941 men and 177 

horres, and the Division was no longer had the strength to be capable of launching another 

attack. The Division was withdrawn from the front on March 29, 1918. 

 

The spoils of the Division in the great offensive battle was 20 artillery pieces, 1200 prisoners, a 

huge number of machine guns and ammunition wagons and a vast number of equipment, 

equipment, ammunition, rations and medical material. 
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The 3
rd 

Squadron sustained losses of four wounded men, 6 dead horses, and 5 wounded horses. 

The Division was withdrawn after famous work, where it was always ahead of its neighboring 

divisions in the area of Aubigny (between Douai under Cambrai). 

  

The 3
rd

 Squadron moved into quarters in Goeulzin having marched from Croisilles by way of 

Escout-Dury-Estreses by Goeulzin in accomodation and on March 30 it marched by way of 

Cantin-Bugnicourt to Marquette, where they after the immense efforts of the past ten days were  

subjected to the worst bivouac conditions in open terrain; the Squadron was able to recover to 

some extent by April 1. The Squadron was then evacuated/transported from Bouchain near 

Roubairkortrik and Velbegan where on April 2, the Squadron was formed up at the front and 

went into quarters in Roivelb near Ruddervorde. 

 

There the Division was subordinated under the 4
th 

Armee Group Diskmuide (I Reserve Corps). 
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